HISTORY OF THE NAWWARS OF Till?: CARNATIC
such an extent that it seemed as though it would he subjugated
by the French in a day or two and taken out of the
possession of the Knglish. In the meanwhile Abdifl-Wahhab
Khan Bahadur and Muhammad Yusuf Khan—who after the
withdrawal of Rl. Tally from the battle-field at Franglkfinda
and his march towards Chcnnapnttan on hearing the devastation
of intrcnchments, had offered their thanks to the Almighty
Fattah, and out of necessity to leave the wounded and give rest
to them, and to get ready some implements, gone to Chingleput,
—returned with Major Prishtan during the night, attacked a
body of the enemy which wan sleeping with some implements,
at a place adjoining the bungalow of the Nawwab Dfiwucl Khan,
and plundered cannon, gtins, gun-powder and other equipment.
On account of these successive losses, the people in the army of
the enemy experienced great suffering for want of provisions1.
Especially this was unbearable on the following day to every
one in the accursed army. The Knglish army had plenty of
provisions, and did not have the least anxiety on that account,
in spite of the severe attack by the French and their own exer-
tions by day and night.
M. Lally assembled the intelligent councillors and opened
before them the book of his heart:
« I took leave of our Padshah with the promise of subjugat-
ing Hind and thus reached this country. My first blow was at
Dewnampattan and I attained my wish on its subjugation. But
however much I poured the sweat o£ my endeavours and the
blood of my affectionate companions in the course of the
attempt and exertion to subjugate Chennapattan, yet I have to
lag behind because of the firmness of the people of the fort, the
stubbornness and briskness of the army of Nattharnagar and
(1) M. Lally was always afraid of the skirmishes of Yusuf Khan whose
men were " like the flies, no sooner beat off from one part, but they came to
another/1
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